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Galleries Come Alive at a Weekend Extravaganza

By KIMBERLY BRADLEY

Left, Kimberly Bradley; right, courtesy of gallery Zak/Branicka Left, the scene at Galerie Klosterfelde during last
year’s Gallery Weekend. Right, the painter Zbigniew Rogalski, whose work will be featured in an exhibit this year,
at work.

BERLIN | This city has become a magnet for visual artists who come for the huge, cheap

studios and a vibrant art scene. In turn, galleries still establishing themselves are taking

advantage of the city’s cheap exhibition spaces.

One thing wrong with this picture, however, has long been a dearth of local art collectors. Enter

Gallery Weekend Berlin, an annual art extravaganza, which begins on Friday. It’s a loosely

organized festival: local dealers mount shows in his or her own space rather than setting up a

booth at a convention center.

Collectors from New York, London, Switzerland and southern Germany are specially invited,

then wined, dined and chauffeured around to the galleries, private collections, dinners and

after-parties. This puts the gallery owners on their A-game, which makes it also a great

opportunity for non-collectors to check out the best of what Berlin’s commercial art world has

to offer.

“For us, Gallery Weekend is about meeting new people,” said Asia Zak, a gallery owner who is

looking forward to taking advantage of the extra traffic and attention.

This year, the event’s fifth edition kicks off with public openings on Friday and runs through the

weekend. And with 38 local studios on the official list (a downloadable map at the official site is

highly recommended), this Gallery Weekend is slated to be the biggest ever.

Throngs wander the streets of the gallery hubs around Linienstrasse, Zimmerstrasse,

Rudi-Dutschke-Strasse, Potsdamer Strasse and further afield, taking in not only the heady vibe

and social atmosphere, but also exhibitions by acclaimed artists like Carsten Höller (designer of

the Prada Foundation’s funky Double Club in London) at Galerie Esther Schipper (Linienstrasse

85; 49-30-28-39-01-39 ).

Or try the triple-whammy show with the young German artist, Robert Elfgen, and the art-world

vets, Richard Artschwager and Robert Therrien, in the museum-like spaces of Sprüth Magers

Berlin (Oranienburger Strasse 18; 49-30-28-88-40-30 ). Enigmatic photos and paintings by

Zbigniew Rogalski, a young Warsaw-based artist, will be on display at Zak/Branicka

(Lindenstrasse 34-35; 49-30-61-10-73-75 ), a Polish gallery that settled in Berlin about a

year and a half ago.
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