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Joanna Rajkowska  Born in Berlin – A Letter to Rosa 

April 28 – June 16, 2012 

Opening April 27, 2012, 6 to 9 pm as part of Gallery Weekend Berlin 
 
Joanna Rajkowska is one of the most important contemporary artists in Poland. She 
possesses an unusual ability to transform private stories into public and political events. 
Her works make the existence of average people or trivial events visible within a social 
context. 
Famous projects by Joanna Rajkowska, such as Greetings from Jerusalem Avenue (2002) and 
Oxygenator (2007), have become a part of public life in Warsaw. Her most recent project, Born in 
Berlin, which took over a year to create, is composed of two parts. The first is a film of the same 
title, produced for the 7th Berlin Biennale of Contemporary Art and in cooperation with the ŻAK 
BRANICKA FOUNDATION. It will be screened at the Akademie der Künste in Berlin during the 
biennale. The second part, titled Born in Berlin – A Letter to Rosa, consists of over 100 drawings 
and collages, forming a very intimate letter to the artist’s daughter. Rajkowska explains to Rosa: 
“You were supposed to be a gift to Berlin, to this city which usually only brought destruction, at 
least for my family. A gift which was supposed to disenchant everything.” 

Rajkowska decided to give birth to her daughter in Berlin. She named her Rosa, after two women: 
Rajkowska’s great-grandmother, Róża Stern, as well as Rosa Luxemburg, a Polish revolutionary 
from Zamość, who spent most of her life in Berlin and was murdered there. She was an 
outstanding intellectual, a theorist of political economics, a co-founder of the Spartakusbund and a 
leader of the German left-wing Social Democrats.  

Rajkowska made a conscious decision to move to Berlin, a city which has always been the 
destination of thousands of emigrants. Her project has become a kind of reenactment of history, 
and the artist’s seemingly private act has acquired unusual symbolism. The emotional and 
administrative consequences of this decision will be felt by her daughter throughout her life: from 
now on, in the space for place of birth, Rosa will always write: ‘Berlin’. The city and its history will 
be a part of her life forever. 

In her Born in Berlin project, Rajkowska shows her unborn child around the painful locations of 
Berlin and acquaints her with the wounds of the past. She confronts society’s hope for the future (a 
newborn baby) with the city’s history. Rajkowska hopes that, in this way, the future will forgive the 
past. She consciously offers new life to this city which rose from the ruins, and has now become 
one of the most dynamic metropolises in the world.  

Born in Berlin, which originated from a personal story, stimulates a public discussion on the topic of 
migration, and makes public the private social processes which people usually pass over in 
silence. 

At the same time as Born in Berlin, the Polish Institute in Berlin will display the Sumpfstadt project, 
and the 7th Berlin Biennale will present the project Final Fantasies. Thus, Joanna Rajkowska will 
create a trilogy in Berlin that is dedicated to this city, as well as to life and death. Furthermore, ZAK 
BRANICKA FOUNDATION and the Polish Institute in Berlin plan to publish the catalogue A Guide 
to Joanna Rajkowska.  
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The artist’s comment on the project Born in Berlin:  

I believe that the place of birth has a significant influence over each human being’s fate and their attitude to 
it. You return to it like an animal, you think about it in a special way. Rosa will associate Berlin with a life-
giving beginning, even though she is not going to remember it. The first breath she draws, the first sound she 
makes, her first struggle to overcome an infection will always and forever be tied to the city and nothing will 
ever change this fact. Rosa is my response to Berlin. And a gift.   

Berlin is a special state of mind. It is a city which cannot bear its history, which does all it can to live 
exclusively in the present, to delight in itself: in the incomparable Berlin air and style. 
 
Berlin refuses to be naked, to expose its wounds or its painful side after the years of war and the post-war 
trauma. If it does, it does it in a very formal way. Instead it desires to be an important cultural capital, elegant, 
cold and modern. If this was the only face of Berlin, it would not be the place for Rosa.  
 
However, all my senses are telling me that Berlin is unable to deal with itself. Like a middle-aged man, good-
looking, well-dressed, but at the same time worn out after years of suffering from a chronic disease whose 
climax came years ago. Exhausted not only by what it has been through, but also by the attempts to 
verbalize it, the lack of language, the following complications and the amount of painkillers it needs to take 
daily. The disease has left wrinkles and bumps. Some parts of its body are totally dead. 
 
Here begins my strong, tough and unambiguous relationship with the city. I want to see those dead places, I 
want to touch them. I want Rosa to appear there. 
 
There is no need for any extra explanations except for the simple contrast of the living versus the dead, or 
what used to be dead. That is why the very presence of Rosa is in itself a kind of description, appendix, 
footnote, comment and statement of a standpoint. 
 

 

Joanna Rajkowska’s projects in Berlin: 

 
Born in Berlin – A Letter to Rosa 
ŻAK | BRANICKA Gallery 
Venue: Lindenstr 35, 10969 Berlin 
Exhibition: April 28 – June 16, 2012 
Opening times during Gallery Weekend Berlin: April 28 – 29, 2012, 11 am to 7 pm 
 

Born in Berlin and Final Fantasies 

7th Berlin Biennale for Contemporary Art 
Venue: Akademie der Künste, Pariser Platz 4, 10117 Berlin 
Exhibition: April 27 – July 1, 2012 

“Born in Berlin” was co-produced by the 7th Berlin Biennale for Contemporary Art and ZAK BRANICKA FOUNDATION. 
Kindly supported by the Foundation of German-Polish Cooperation and the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation.  
 

Sumpfstadt 

Polish Institute in Berlin 
Venue: Polish Institute, Burgstraße 27, 10178 Berlin 
Exhibition: April 19 – August 31, 2012 
 


